
Michael Gilday

Sport: Short Track Speed Skating

Hometown: Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
Training Residence: Montreal, Quebec

Specialties: 1500m, 1000m, 5000m relay

Goal: To represent the Northwest Territories and Canada on the top 

step of the podium at the 2014 Olympic Winter Games in Sochi,Russia

Mission: To set an example of athletic achievement that inspires 

northern youth to exceed their perceived potential.

Blog: mgilday.wordpress.com

Twitter: @ykgday
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Dear [Insert Company],

Short track speed skating, while technically an individual sport, is unique in that it would 
be impossible to succeed without the help of a team. While I generally compete on my 
own, it is the hours and hours spent training in the company of my team that allows me to 
excel. My journey from the Gerry Murphy Arena in Yellowknife to ice surfaces all over the 
world has been a similar team effort. 

Growing up in the north I participated in a wide variety of sports from speed skating to 
cross country skiing, soccer, biathlon and volleyball. Through these experiences I learned 
to have fun competing and eventually chose speed skating to pursue upon graduation 

from high school. But developing my passion 
for sport would not have been possible had it 
not been for the many selfless volunteer 
coaches, the community support from 
businesses and the camaraderie of the other 
kids out having fun and being active. 

My journey has taken me out of the north, 
first to Calgary, and now to Montreal to 
pursue my Olympic dream. Over the years I 
have had many successes - I have been a 
member of Canada’s National Team, I have 
won medals at national championships, world 
cups and world championships and I have 

held world records. But none of it would be possible without a team of athletes, coaches 
and sponsors each playing their special role in my life. 

I would like to invite your company to join my team and be a part of my journey. I am 
looking to create mutually beneficial relationships; I will represent your brand on local, 
national and international stages, be a role model for your staff and strive to inspire 
northern youth, in exchange for your support. 

The north is a unique place. Our isoloation forces us to come together to thrive and this 
relationship would be no different. Join me in representing the north on the world sporting 
stage. 

Michael Gilday
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2011-2012 Season Highlights
- Gold Relay; World Cup #1 – Salt Lake City, USA

- 5th 1500m; World Cup #1 – Salt Lake City, USA

- Silver 1000m; World Cup#2 – Saguenay, Canada

- Bronze Relay; World Cup #2 – Saguenay, Canada

- 4th 1000m; World Cup #4 – Shanghai, China

- Silver Relay; World Cup #4 – Shanghai, China

- Bronze 1000m; World Cup #4 – Nagoya, Japan

- Ranked 3rd in Canada in 2011-2012

- Ranked 6th in the World Cup Classification 2011-2012

Career Highlights
- Gold Relay; World Championships 2013 

- Member of the world record setting 

men’s 5000m relay team (6:32.909), 

October 2012

- Gold Relay; World Championship 2011

- Broke 1500m (2:06.565) and 500m 

(40.437) World Records, December 2009

- 1000m World Record holder (1:23.819) 

October 2007 - January 2009 

- 1st 1500m; 2010 Olympic Selection 

2009

- Canadian National Team Member 2008 - 

present

- Canadian National Development Team 

Member 2006-2008

2012-2013 Season
- Gold Relay; World Championships - Debrecen, 

Hungary

-5th 1000m, 1500m; World Championships - 

Debrecen, Hungary

- World Record 5000m relay; World Cup #1 - Calgary

- Silver medal 1000m; World Cup #1 - Calgary

- Bronze medal 5000m relay; World Cup #1 - Calgary

- Silver medal 500m; World Cup #2 - Montreal

- Bronze medal relay; World Cup #4 - Shanghai, China

- Canadian Champion 2012-2013 - Canadian 

Championships, Montreal



Background

Born and raised in the Northwest Territories, Michael excelled at many sports including 
cross country skiing, soccer and speed skating. Growing up in the north ignited a love of 
outdoor pursuits including canoeing, camping, hiking, and fishing which fostered a love and 
respect of the land. 

After graduating from highschool in 2005, Michael decided to take his speed skating to a 
new level and moved to Calgary to train at the Olympic Oval National Training Centre. In 
Calgary, the extra training and professional coaching showed benefits right away as he 
quickly became the strongest skater in Calgary and made the Canadian National 
Development Team in his first season. 

For six years Michael trained in Calgary and 
studied business at the University of 
Calgary’s Haskayne School of Business. 
During this time he moved up the ranks in 
Canada before devastatingly missing the 
2010 Olympic Team. After a year of 
reflection and rebuilding, Michael made the 
decision to relocate to Montreal and join the 
majority of his team mates at the Maurice 
Richard Training Centre in May of 2010. 

Michael is known in the speed skating 
community all over the world as one of the 
most consummate short track technicians. 
This attention to detail is reflected in his dedication and hard work. He is a role model for 
young northerners demonstrating that the work ethic learned from growing up in isolation 
and training on his own is one of his best weapons. 

Michael is now entering his second season training in Montreal and is stronger than ever, 
consistently maintaining his top three Canadian ranking. At the first two world cups of this 
season, Michael picked up three individual top five finishes including a silver medal in the 
1000m and a bronze medal in the relay in World Cup #1 and a silver medal in the 500m, 
in World Cup #2. Michael’s sights are set on the 2013 World Championships in Debrecen, 
Hungary and a spot on the 2014 Canadian Olympic Team. 
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Endorsement

Michael is currently recruiting a team of sponsors to carry him through the next two 
seasons to the 2014 Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia. 
He is an excellent role model for fitness, health and 
wellness and writes of the lifestyle required of an 
athlete in his weekly blog. He is keen to work with 
innovative companies and is open to speaking to staff 
and sharing his journey. Michael would be proud to 
represent northern companies to local, national and 
international audiences on the World Cup circuit and 
would proudly feature sponsors on his blog and 
Twitter page. Michael believes in being an 
ambassador for his sponsors and would endeavour to 
work together in a mutually beneficial promotional 
relationship. 

Local, National and International 
Representation

Through his social media platforms Michael has over 
1100 followers on Facebook and Twitter from 30 
countries and his blog receives approximately 30 per 
day from 23 countries. This means that when he does 
a shout out thanking you for your support your 
company’s generosity is broadcast all over the world. 
The north is Michael’s biggest fan base, so when he 
is home for a visit, or posts a new blog entry, your 
northern customers are the first to know. With his 
background studying business, Michael understands 
the importance of a good brand representation and 
will honour your company with positive representation. 
It is of utmost importance to Michael that he is not 
the only one to benefit from this partnership - that your company gets the same 
competitive advantage that he does. 

Michael Gilday	 	 Endorsement Proposal

Why is Endorsing an Amateur 
Athlete good for business?
Amateur athletes represent 
many of the same qualities that 
businesses need in order to 
become successful: 
perseverance, hard work and 
sacrifice. And through their 
dedication they are beacons of 
hope, success and commitment.
 
Especially in the north, amateur 
athletes offer inspiration to 
youth and adults alike that 
dreams do come true. And it is 
through the partnership with 
businesses that this success can 
become possible. 

Michael understands that his 
success will be elevated by 
surrounding himself with the 
highest quality team. Join 
Michael’s team in continuing to 
represent northern success on 
an international stage.



Endorsement at a Glance 
Bronze (Under 

$5000)
Silver: $5000 Gold: $7,500 Diamond: 

$10,000

Social Media Visibility

Mention on Twitter/Facebook/Blog x x x x

Logo on Twitter/Blog team page x x x x

Logo on blog homepage x

Group Blog Recognition x x x

Individual Blog Recognition x x

Press Recognition

Group thank you in News North/press release x x x x

Individual thank you in News North/press 
release

x

Swag

Autographed 8x10 racing photo x x x

Autographed athlete cards for staff and 
families

x x

Personalized postcards from world cup 
events

x

Representation

Wear company shirt at training x x x

Specific brand placement via wearing of 
company ball cap, use of water bottle etc on 
podium, during interviews, public appearances

x x

Logo on racing suit (one spot available) x

Appearances

Company visit x x x

Personalized monthly updates x x

Keynote presentation x
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Share the Victory
When making an investment it only makes sense to be able to check it’s progress. When you 

join Michael’s team you will have a front row seat on his journey. Updates via social media, that 

include shout outs to your company which are seen internationally, will identify you as a part 

of Michael’s team. And if there is something not offered that you would like to see, Michael 

will do his best to make it happen!

Special Requests?
If your company has unique ideas of how Michael can represent your brand we are more than 

happy to make a custom package that fits YOU. 

Also, Michael is committed to community partnership and has an idea of how your support 

can help him AND the Northwest Territories. For more information on this, just ask!
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For more information or to join Michael’s 

team contact Jill Gilday 

By email: j.gilday@me.com

By phone: 403-478-3336

Thank you to Tracy Hillis 
for the incredible pictures 
featured in this document!

mailto:j.gilday@me.com
mailto:j.gilday@me.com

